Biblical Mandate for Christian Education

Why provide a Christian education for our children? The Bible commands it. The Bible is
explicit that parents are responsible for their children’s education. As teachers it is our job to
partner with parents in fulfilling this mandate. Teachers at Grace Academy should become
intimately familiar with the following scriptures in order to articulate a clear understanding
of this mandate.

Selection of Verses Mandating Christian Education

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. And these words which I command you today
shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise
up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You
shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Deuteronomy 6: 4 - 9

1 O LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

2 Qut of the mouth of babies and infants,

you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.

Psalm 8:1-2

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth!

2] will open my mouth in a parable;
L will utter dark sayings from of old,

3 things that we have heard and known,
that our fathers have told us.

4We will not hide them from their children,
but tell to the coming generation

the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might,
and the wonders that he has done.

5 He established a testimony in Jacob
and appointed a law in Israel,
which he commanded our fathers
to teach to their children,
6 that the next generation might know them,
the children yet unborn,
and arise and tell them to their children,
7 so0 that they should set their hope in God
and not forget the works of God,
but keep his commandments;
8 and that they should not be like their fathers,
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a stubborn and rebellious generation,
a generation whose heart was not steadfast,
whose spirit was not faithful to God.

Psalm 78:1-8

5 Thorns and snares are in the way of the crooked;
whoever guards his soul will keep far from them.
6 Train up a child in the way he should go;
even when he is old he will not depart from it.

Proverbs 22:5-6

You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is good for
nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are the light of the world. A city
that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.

Matthew 5: 13,14

Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with
all your mind.” This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Matthew 22:37-40

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and earth. Go
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20

Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavor, how will you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and
have peace with one another.

Mark 9:50
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting
down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.

II Corinthians 10:4,5

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the traditions of men,
according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.

Colossians 2:8
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Examples of Education in Scriptures

24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man,
competent in the Scriptures. ° He had been instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent
in spirit,'Y he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the
baptism of John. % He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila
heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. %’ And
when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to
welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, % for
he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.

Acts 18:24-28

> And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.

® For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and chastises every son whom he receives.”

"It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there
whom his father does not discipline? & If you are left without discipline, in which all have
participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. ? Besides this, we have had earthly
fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the
Father of spirits and live? ° For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but
he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. ** For the moment all discipline
seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those
who have been trained by it.

Hebrews 12:5-11

19y ou, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience,
my love, my steadfastness, ** my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at
Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions | endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me.
2 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, ** while evil
people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. ** But as for
you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you
learned it *> and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. *® All Scripture is breathed
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, *' that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:10-17
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