Build Engaging Literature Lessons

“Interest and attention make
up the essential attribute of
every true learner. Attracted
attention is...mental hunger
seeking its food, and
delighting itself as at a
feast.”

~The Seven Laws of Teaching by John Milton
Gregory



“There are so many ways in which
literature...may be correlated with
Christianity. This is true because
books, particularly of a creative kind,
are in good measure a mirror held up
to life, being almost as varied as life
itself. Both are concerned with the
springs of human character; both have
to do with the outward manifestation

of that character in human action.”

~The Pattern of God’s Truth, The Integration of Faith
and Learning by Frank E. Gaebelein




“The world we live in is full of
those moral and spiritual
choices, the interplay of which
is the stuff out of which great
writing is made. Without the
tension of alternate choice

there can be no literature.”

~The Pattern of God’s Truth, The Integration of Faith
and Learning by Frank E. Gaebelein







Moral Imagination

“Narrative supplies the
imagination with important
symbolic information about
the shape of our world and
appropriate responses to its
inhabitants.”

~ Tending the Heart of Virtue, How Classic Stories
Awaken a Child’s Moral Imagination by Vigen
Guroian




“The play’s the thing wherein I'll catch the conscience of the king.”
~Hamlet by William Shakespeare




Moral Imagination

“Stories communicate the
meaning of morality through
vivid depictions of the struggles
between good and evil, where
characters make difficult choices ||
between right and wrong, or
heroes and villains contest the
very fate of imaginary worlds.”

~ Tending the Heart of Virtue, How Classic Stories Awaken a
Child’s Moral Imagination by Vigen Guroian



In listening for echoes,
students develop “the
skill of seeking patterns,
which ultimately,
reveals eternal truths.”

~The Legends of the Round Table, edited by
Katerina Kern, et al.
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1NtKhz9t1ke6G-pqe_DfwN0jlwFY1vvG_/view




“If you give students the
opportunity to prepare—even
briefly for the discussion, you
may be surprised how much
better the conversation will be.”
~Tried and True by Coupland
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Green Knight Debate Paragraph ... Time to argue!
“Sir Gawain and the Green Knight” pp.93-116

Write a paragraph arguing whether the Green Knight is mostly good or mostly evil. Think about his
intentions, motivations, and actions. Write a clear topic sentence that makes a claim, and support it by
explaining three examples from the story that show he is virtuous or a villain. Include at least one direct
quote from the book.

/5 Paragraph margins (indent the first line and keep the left margin straight)
/5  Topic Sentence - Makes a clear claim to defend

/50  Content (three supporting ideas with explanations)

/10 One direct quote from the story is used. (Put this in quotation marks).

/15  Grammar/Spelling/Punctuation/Capitalization

/10 Complete sentences (no fragments or run-ons)

/5  Neatness/Cursive





















from Tried and True on small-group activities

“In truth, small-group activities often waste precious class time because
less motivated students rely on their more motivated group members to
do most of the work” (69).

“Some of the most productive small group activities can be completed in
five to ten minutes” (71).

“It’s far better for each member of the group to provide some product for
which you will hold that group member accountable” (72).





http://drive.google.com/file/d/1NrtuAmwInqYBZXPAsMYA-vI29a9Z1pdD/view




