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1. Align your reading lists with the 

school’s mission and vision.

2. Recognize and respect the limitations 

of the time you have with students.

3. Consider the demographics of your 

student body.

4. Don’t discount the value of unique 

teacher preferences and qualifications.

5. Be aware of the unique parameters set 

by your scope and sequence.



“When evening has come, I return to my house and 

go into my study. At the door I take off my clothes 

of the day, covered with mud and mire, and I put on 

my regal and courtly garments; and decently 

reclothed, I enter the ancient courts of ancient men, 

where, received by them lovingly, I feed on the food 

that alone is mine and that I was born for. There I 

am not ashamed to speak with them and to ask them 

the reason for their actions; and they in their 

humanity reply to me. And for the space of four 

hours I feel no boredom, I forget every pain, I do not 

fear poverty, death does not frighten me. I deliver 

myself entirely to them.”

(Machiavelli, 1513 letter to Francesco Vettori.)



“I sit with Shakespeare and he winces 

not. Across the color line I move arm in arm 

with Balzac and Dumas, where smiling men 

and welcoming women glide in gilded 

halls. From out the caves of evening that 

swing between the strong-limbed earth and 

the tracery of the stars, I summon Aristotle 

and Aurelius and what soul I will, and they 

come all graciously with no scorn nor 

condescension.”

(Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, 84.)
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